
 

 

Congratulations to 5th Class pupil                      

Lucy Lynch who represented Dublin in the 

Leinster handball competition on 1st Dec. 

Lucy was placed 3rd in the U-12 Girls.            

She  plays handball for St Brigid’s Club,                   

Castleknock and the club is currently                 

seeking  for new members.  

©Scoil Thomáis, 7th December 2018   

WET MORNINGS & COMING to  SCHOOL 
School gates open each morning at 8.50am for 

parents and pupils to assemble in 
class lines in the yard.  School doors 
open at 9am for pupils to come into 
school and doors remain open until 

9.10am for latecomers.  Parents are 
reminded that for safety reasons pupils can 

only be admitted into the school at 9am when 
teachers are present.   

On very wet mornings parents should delay 
coming to the school yard with their child/
children until 9am so that children can go             
immediately to their entrance doors and 

therefore do not have to remain outside in 
the rain.  The school will make every effort 

to ensure that pupils enter the school as  
quickly as possible on wet mornings.                   

Teachers will also understand that some pupils 
may be arriving late on very wet mornings due 

to traffic etc.   

Athletics News: Well done to the 
Scoil Thomáis squad of cross country 

runners who have braved the cold 
winter weather to keep up with their 

training in recent weeks! The Athletics 
squad will enjoy a well-earned break            

before training  resumes in January, in 
preparation for the next Athletics Race in 

Porterstown Park, on 12th March 2019. 
Thanks to teachers Mr Gurhy, Mr Brooks, 

Ms Fitzgerald, Mr Doherty, Ms Goulding and 
Mr Bracken for training the team since 

September. Trials for our ‘Santry sprinters’ 
will take place in the next term, so it’s  

not too late to join the school team.  

Folens Christmas Annuals  
Thanks to Ms Ryan who organised the sale 

of the popular Annuals  for pupils at all  
class levels. This year all Annuals had to be 
pre-ordered in November and all Annuals  

have now been given to pupils.   

SWIMMING LESSONS                                       
Ms Galligan’s Class will finish 
their  swimming lessons on 
Thursday 20th December.             

Pupils from Mr Brooks First Class R.11 &  
Ms O’Leary’s 4th Class R.22 start their          

six week set of lessons on Thursday 10th 
January. A note has been sent home        
asking for parent volunteers to assist 
teachers with the swim trips. Please            
return this form if you can help out.  

BOM report from December Meeting  
The following matters were dealt with at the recent 

BOM meeting: The BOM has advanced plans with the 
DES for the building of a permanent classroom             

(instead of a prefab) and are awaiting final sanction 
from the DES. More details as soon as the matter is 

concluded. The BOM also updated its Leave of          
Absence policy for school staff for 2019/2020.  

The next meeting of  Scoil Thomáis Board of  
Management will be held on Tuesday 5th Feb 

2019 in the school. BOM members please note. 

GAA NEWS: Scoil Thomáis had two boys football 

teams involved in the local D15 Schools Blitz in 

Somerton. On Wed. last over 30 boys played and all 
enjoyed lots of game time. The boys had a good win 

over  St Patrick's NS but lost narrowly to                          
St Francis Xavier’s team. Many thanks to those 

parents who provided transport to the GAA games 

since Sept and special mention also for the parents 
who helped with setting up the goals and flags.  

Well done to the teachers involved who give of their 
time so generously to train the school GAA teams. 

It is planned to run lunchtime leagues for                        
3rd, 4th & 5th class boys in the next term.  

Scoil Thomais has registered a Junior Boys              
Hurling team and a Senior Girls Camogie team in 

the upcoming Cumann na mBunscol league.  

The 5th & 6th Class Choir and teachers Mr O’Mahony 
& Mr Bracken will travel to the National Sports               

Campus on Friday 14th Dec for a rehearsal with many 
other choirs involved for the Cross Border Peace 

Proms Concert on 2nd Feb in the RDS.   

 

 

Nuacht-Litir - December 2018 
Christmas Holidays: School will close for Christmas Holidays          

on Friday 21st December at 12 noon.                                     
Scoil Thomáis re-opens on Monday 7th January 2019 at 9am.  
Reminder: No school for pupils on Friday 11th January 2019                            
as teachers will attend a school based planning day for the            

Primary Language Curriculum as directed by the DES.  
Christmas in  
Scoil Thomáis 

Pupils and 
teachers are 

busy preparing for the Christmas            
season. Parents of pupils in Infants & 

1st Classes involved in Class Plays/
Performances  are invited to come to 

see their child’s Christmas Event which 
will be at notified times on either   

Tues. 18th or Wed. 19th December.  
Teachers have informed parents of the 
date and time  specific to their child’s 

class  so please make sure that you 
know your child’s   class date and time.  
PLEASE NOTE: For Health & Safety 

reasons the school can only allow             
2 guests  per pupils for Infant                  

performances which are taking place in 
the classroom. Please do not bring            

additional guests as they will not be 
allowed to the classroom  - and this 

could cause distress all round.                   
First Classes performances will be in 
the hall and extra guests can come 

along as there will be space in the hall.                            
Please note that pupils are not            

allowed to go home with parents after  
their class play/ event.  

Scoil Thomáis Annual Christmas 
Carol Service will be held on 
Thursday 20th December in                

Laurel Lodge Church at 1.15pm 
with 3rd, 4th, 5th & 6th classes.            

Parents/Guardians are  invited to 
join pupils and staff for Carols & 

Christmas Reflections.  The classes 
involved and their teachers are            

preparing for the service. Pupils in 
1st & 2nd Classes will attend the       

Carol Service Rehearsal in the 
Church prior to the Thursday event.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE: TAKING PHOTOGRAPHS & RECORDINGS 
Parents are advised that the taking of photos or videoing of pupils should 
be kept to a minimum at school events. Children performing at Christmas 
look forward to seeing  their parents/guests faces and not a sea of phone 

screens. Whilst the school understands that parents like to have a                 
memento of these special  events, the sharing of such photos and            

recordings creates data protection issues — as photos /video on phones 
and devices may include other children in the class and school staff.  

Parents and Guardians coming to the school for Christmas performances 
are  reminded that any photos or recordings taken at Scoil Thomáis   
Christmas  performances are for your PERSONAL USE ONLY and                  

must not be shared online or uploaded onto social media sites.                                                                        
You are further reminded that images which may identify other pupils should            

not be made accessible to others online or published in any other way,                       
otherwise the Data Protection Act may be contravened.  

Please respect the privacy and data rights of all our pupils and staff.  



 

 

Parent-Teacher Meetings 2018 
Thank you to all the parents who attended             

Parent-Teacher Meetings held on 21st & 22nd        
November.  Also to all the teachers for their             

preparation of progress reports for each pupil in the 
class. Special thanks to  Ms Ryan, Deputy Principal 
who arranged  the schedule of meetings for parents 
of all classes. We appreciate the positive feedback 

from so many parents during the P/T meetings 
again this year.  Well done to the group of 6th class 
pupils who assisted with ushering and ticket selling 

duties at the front door. They did a great job                 
escorting parents to the classrooms  around the 

school for the parent-teacher meetings.   

CHRISTMAS  ART COMPETITION  
Pupils in all classes from Infants to 6th 

are invited to take part the Annual          
Scoil Thomáis  Christmas Art                   

Competition organised by teacher  Ms O’Leary.  
Entries can be completed on A3 paper using either 
crayons, pencils, paint, pastels, chalk, marks etc. . 

The theme is based on Christmas. 
The final date for entries to be given to class         

teacher is next Thursday 13th  December.                
Winning entries will be displayed in the school hall. 
All classes will come to the hall on the morning of 
Monday 17th Dec to sing their festive songs and 
view the lovely art entries. Winners at each class 
level will be then be presented with their prizes               

at this art event in the hall.                                  

ADVENT in SCOIL THOMAIS 
This week Catholic pupils from             

3rd– 6th classes attended an Advent                   
Penitential Service in the Church as 
follows: Monday 3rd Dec (5th Class) 

Tuesday 4th Dec (4th Class)            
Wednesday 5th Dec (6th Class) and Thursday 6th 

Dec ( 3rd Class). Thank you to Parish Priest                
Fr Brendan & teacher Ms O’Boyle for organising           

this special service for the classes.  

The Annual Book Fair was 

held in conjunction with 

recent  Parent –Teacher  

meetings.  Many parents 

and children  purchased 

books for all reading ages. 

A special word of thanks to Siobhan 

Boyle and parents volunteers for  helping 

to catalogue books and to SNAs who 

helped with book sales on both PTM         

afternoons. The school has be given an 

allocation of books based on the sales.  

Scoil Thomáis Food Appeal            
organised by Parents’ Association 
is next Tuesday 11th December.                                                  

Pupils may bring donations of               
non-perishable food items to school 

that morning and classes will be 
called to the school hall which is the 
collection area for the food appeal.         
Members of the PA will collect the 
food and pack them into boxes for 
delivery to the local  V. de Paul  for 
distribution to needy families. Each 

year this appeal is very well         
supported by the school community. 
Please continue to give generously 

to help those in need this year.  

CAROL  SERVICE  IN                   
LAUREL LODGE CHURCH 

on Monday Evening 10th   
December at 7.30pm with the 

Parish Choirs. All school      
families are welcome.  

MINI- SCIENCIST REGIONAL FINAL 
Well Done to 5th Class girls                   

Sarah Kettle, Aideen Harrington,             
Alannah  Molloy and Lily Manicle 

from Room 26  who represented Scoil 
Thomáis at the Mini Scientist Regional 
Finals on Wednesday 5th December in 
Blanchardstown IT with their project 
‘Bacteria on Cans’. The girls had a 
great day in BIT and class teacher         

Mr O’Connor also attended the event.  

FAMINE SHIP CLASS VISIT:  Thursday 6th Dec.                                      

Ms de Barra’s Fifth Class visited the Jeanie          
Johnston Famine Ship located at Dublin Quays to 

learn about life on board this ship which sailed with 
many Irish emigrants to the USA. The Class really 

enjoyed the visit which was a follow from their  
history projects about the Famine Era in Ireland.  

 

 

Scoil Thomáis Annual Fundraising Raffle 

The raffle was held today, Friday 7th December, with lots of great prizes for lucky 
winners and sellers also. Special thanks to all the local business interests and 

school suppliers who donated prizes etc for the Raffle. Well done to Geraldine in the office 
who organised the prizes and to teacher Ms Ellen O’Sullivan for her assistance with ticket 
sales. A list of sponsors will be posted in the Christmas newsletter.  Funds raised from the 

Raffle go to the development of a sensory garden and room which will benefit all pupils in the 
school. To date a total of €6,135 has been raised from the raffle for this project.                                        

Prize Winners include: Ciaran Brophy (LAPTOP), Lisa Brennan ( (€150 cash), Sean O’Brien (€100cash),            
Holly O’Connor (AWB Voucher), Philip Murray Photo Vouchers X 6 winners,                                                  

Daniel Ifotodi ( Blanch Voucher), Ms Scally ( ABAL Desk & Chair), Nora Gill ( Gingerbread House Cake), 
Ciara Keating (Christmas Wreath) Niamh McColgan (D15 Locksmith Voucher),                                                     

Edyta Fraczek (Okra Green Voucher), and lots more winners for vouchers, wine, gifts and sellers prizes.  

 Parents: Please note this important message                  
about Christmas Gifts for School Staff.                                                     

The BOM acknowledges that parents and children 
are very appreciative of the work that school staff 

undertake throughout the school year. Parents and 
pupils often want to say special thanks to school 

staff at Christmas time by giving presents.              
The BoM of Scoil Thomáis and school staff know 

that Christmas can place great financial pressure on 
families and therefore parents are reminded that 
school staff do not expect gifts at this time of the 

year. Instead parents and children can show            
appreciation to our staff with handmade cards,                 

kind words and good wishes.                                                
PLEASE NOTE: Parents are discouraged from            

using social media platforms /class chat groups as  
a forum for organizing money collections from                 

parents for staff gifts. Please respect this request in 
the context of the above statement.  

 

Teacher  

meetings.  Many parents 

and children  purchased 

books for all reading ages. 

Boyle and parents volunteers for  helping 

helped with book sales on both PTM         

afternoons. The school has be given an 

allocation of books based on the sales.  

ENROLMENT NOTICE FOR PARENTS 

Enrolment for Junior Infants Class for September 2019 will take place in the school 

on  Monday 14th , Tuesday 15th  & Wednesday 16th Jan. 2019  (9.15am - 10.30am) .            

Children seeking to enrol in Scoil Thomáis  in September 2019 must be aged 4 years by 

end of April  2019 as outlined in the updated Enrolment /Admission Policy for                    

2019/20 school year which is now available on scoilthomais.ie ( ABOUT US /POLICIES)  

When enrolling your child, please bring the following documents to the school 
 Child's Birth Certificate 

 Child's PPS Number 

 Recent utility bills and household document with legitimate current address 
(as proof of residence) - consult enrolment policy (page 5) for acceptable documents 

Parent/s must come in person to enrol their child. Applications for  September’s  Junior               

Infant classes  will be dealt with strictly in accordance with the criteria laid down in            

Scoil Thomáis 2019/20 Enrolment Policy. Incorrect or false information submitted with an 

application may lead to the invalidation of an enrolment application  

It is expected that offers of enrolment will be notified to parents in mid- February.   

Mr Kelly’s 5th 
Class has been 
invited to sing 

carols in Clontarf 
Nursing Home on 

Thursday 13th Dec.         
The class is looking             

forward to the event and 
will be accompanied by  

Mr Kelly & Ms Steen.            
Pupils from 4th Class 

Room 21 will entertain 
the Le Chéle Senior              

Citizens at their Christmas 
Party in the Community 
Centre on Thursday 13th 
Dec after school.  Teachers 

Mr O’Mahony &                    
Mr Bracken will lead the 
class as they sing their 

carols and songs.  


